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The l a r g e  Greek Revival mansion t h a t  is Berry H i l l  a c t u a l l y  inco rpora t e s  
a n  e a r l i e r  red b r i c k  house. The exac t  form of  the  e a r l i e r  house i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine,  however po r t ions  of  i t s  f a b r i c  a r e  e x t a n t  i n  t h c  
r e a r  of t h e  p resen t  house. The r e s u l t  of James Colcs Bruce's rcmodcling 
i s  apparent  c h i e f l y  i n  t h e  two-story stuccoed facade of f i v e  bays. The 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e  of the  facade i s  the  g r e a t  o c t a s t y l e  Greek Doric 
pedimented p o r t i c o  which s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t .  Flanking 
the  p r i n c i p a l  bu i ld ing  arc two matcl~ing one-s tory  ou tbu i ld ings  - the  
o f f i c e  and t h e  schoolroom. These bu i ld ings  a r e  both  temple-form and 
have t e t r a s t y l e  Greek Doric pedimented po r t i coes .  

The most important  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  of Berry H i l l  i s  t h e  en t r ance  h a l l  
wi th  i t s  superb p a i r  of s t a i r s  which curve a f t e r  a long run and meet 
overhead. D i r e c t l y  behind t h e  en t r ance  h a l l  i s  t h e  d in ing  room w i t h  i t s  
f i r e p l a c e  on a x i s .  To t h c  l e f t  of  t h e  h a l l  i s  a p a i r  of drawing rooms, 
both having deep Greek Revival co rn ices  decorated wi th  wa te r  l e a f  mouldin 
The drawing rooms a l s o  con ta in  f i n e  marble Empire mantels  w i th  c a r y a t i d  
suppor ts .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  house i s  t h e  conserva tory  behind 
the  second drawing room. This  conserva tory  wi th  i t s  l a r g e  windows i s  
one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  i n  t h e  country t o  be b u i l t  w i t h i n  t h e  main mass of 
the  house. 
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James Coles Bruce i n h e r i t e d  from h i s  f a t h e r  a t r a c t  of land i n  Hal i fax  
County which was once owned by William Byrd of Westover. On t h i s  land 
s tood a red b r i c k  house wi th  two p r i n c i p a l  ou tbu i ld ings .  Bruce had the  
house transformed (c i r ca '1839)  i n t o  one of the  g r e a t e s t  Greek Revival 
mansions i n  t h e  country and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p u r e s t  i n  s t y l e  of V i r g i n i a ' s  
s u r v i v i n g  Greek Revival houses. Berry H i l l  i s  a l s o  one of t h e  l a s t  
l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n  houses t o  be  b u i l t  i n  V i rg in i a .  I t  i s  thought t h a t  the  
a r c h i t e c t  Bruce chose f o r  t h i s  remodeling was John E. Johnson, the  
a r c h i t e c t  of Bruce 's  h a l f  b r o t h e r ' s  house, Staunton H i l l .  The g r e a t  
o c t a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  of  the  house was based on t h a t  of t h e  Parthenon. 
William B. O'Neal noted of Berry H i l l  t h a t  "Its i s o l a t e d  s i t e  lends  a n  
almost  overpoweringly romantic a u r a  t o  the  d i s t i n c t i o n  of  i t s  c a r e f u l l y  
executed p o r t i c o  f lanked by two small  Doric pav i l ions .  The e n t i r e  
composition i s  on a s  grand a s c a l e  a s  any of  V i r g i n i a ' s  domestic 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  wi th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  except ion  of  t h e  Governor's Palace a t  
Williamsburg." 
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Berry H i l l ,  loca ted  i n  t h e  r u r a l  sec lus ion  of Halifax County, 
V i rg in ia ,  achieved i ts  present  form between 1835 and 1840 when t h e  
owner, James Cole Bruce, completely redesigned and g r e a t l y  enlarged 
an e a r l i e r  b r i ck  house. The r e s u l t ,  possibly t h e  work of John E .  
Johnson, t h e  a r c h i t e c t  of Staunton H i l l ,  has  come t o  be regarded a s  
t h e  quintessence of domestic Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  The main two-story house f a c e s  a l a r g e  rec tangular  grassed 
fo recour t .  Flanking t h e  main house and some d i s t a n c e  i n  f r o n t  of i t  
a r e  two i d e n t i c a l  s e rv ice  p a v i l l i o n s  which f a c e  each o t h e r .  Across 
t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  of t h e  main house is a monumental o c t a s t y l e  Greek 
Doric pedimented p o r t i c o  i n  imitat ion of 'the Parthenon. The f u l l  
Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  continues around t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s i d e s  of t h e  house. 
The s e r v i c e  p a v i l l i o n s  have t e t r a s t y l e  Greek Doric por t i coes  t h a t  
echo t h a t  of t h e  main house. The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house has  an 
unusual double s tair  i n  t h e  f r o n t  h a l l .  However it is t h e  e x t e r i o r  
des ign  of t h e  t h r e e  bu i ld ings  and t h e  p e r f e c t l y  balanced r e l a t i o n s h i p  
of t h e i r  s c a l e  and placement t h a t  r a i s e s  Berry H i l l  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of 
a masterpiece.  
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Berry Hill pro9erty description: 

Bounded on the north by in te rsec t ion  of Rt .  682 and R t .  659. Bounded on 

the eas t ,  from the intersect ion,  by Rt .  682 and the western c i t y  l i m i t s  of 

South Boston. Bounded on the west, from the in te rsec t ion  (c,f R t .  682 and 

R t .  6.59), by ..t. 659 u n t i l  lonxitude 78' 57 1 10". Bounded on the south 

by h n  River. 
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